
Women of Grand Rapids

W
elcome to Michigan Craft Beer month. 
Take your senses on a brew tour and taste 
VRPH�RI�WKH�H[SDQVLYH�ÁDYRUV�FUDIW�EHHU�
KDV�WR�RIIHU��7KUHH�RI�*UDQG�5DSLGV·�PRVW�

“beer-rilliant” women share their beer story and the 
key to enjoying yourself and your drink.

ANGELA STEIL OF STEIL SYMPOSIUM
<RX·OO�UHFRJQL]H�WKLV�UHGKHDG�IURP�KHU�SDVW�ZRUN�DV�WKH�
+RXVH�&HUWLÀHG�&LFHURQH�DQG�EHHU�GLUHFWRU�DW�*UDYLW\�
7DSKRXVH�*ULOOH��6KH�LV�DOVR�D�ZULWHU�IRU�0LWWHQ%UHZ�
EORJ�DQG�WKH�DIÀOLDWH�FRQVXOWDQW�IRU�/HDGHUV�%HYHUDJH�
Consulting. Steil, 22, recently launched her beverage 
FRQVXOWLQJ�EXVLQHVV�FDOOHG�6WHLO�6\PSRVLXP��//&�

6WHLO�6\PSRVLXP��//&�ZDV�IRXQGHG�WR�DGGUHVV�VHYHUDO�
IURQWV�LQ�WKH�EHYHUDJH�LQGXVWU\��VWDII�HGXFDWLRQ��
beverage menu collaboration and troubleshooting for 
EDUV�DQG�UHVWDXUDQWV��DQG�SUHVHQWLQJ�DW�SULYDWH�HYHQWV�
by using the world of beer to educate and entertain.

´,·P�ORRNLQJ�IRU�ZD\V�WR�FUHDWH�D�VHDPOHVV�UHODWLRQVKLS�
between their beverage menu, their food and the needs 
of their clientele,” said Steil. “It’s not just going in 
WR�KHOS�WKHP�UHYDPS�WKH�PHQX��7KH�VWDII�QHHGV�WR�
EH�XSGDWHG�WRR��VR��,�RIIHU�FODVVHV�WR�JHW�WKHLU�EHHU�
NQRZOHGJH�XS�WR�VSHHG�VR�WKH\�FDQ�VHOO�HIIHFWLYHO\��,�
think education is key to advancing our beer culture.”

Steil fell in love with the creativity and science that 
JRHV�LQWR�EHHU�SDLULQJ�VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�KHU�
EHYHUDJH�MRXUQH\��+HU�ZLVK�IRU�HYHU\ERG\�LV�WR�ÀQG�
ZKDW�VKH�FDOOV�WKH�´DK�KDµ�PRPHQW�IRU�WKHLU�SDODWH��
“It’s that moment when you sit back in your chair and 
think ‘I have arrived,’” said Steil.

<RX�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�SHUIHFW�GULQN�PHQX�
RU�EH�D�SURVSHFWLYH�FLFHURQH�WR�KDYH�D�FDVXDO��\HW�
entirely intriguing conversation with Steil. Visit  
ZZZ�$QJHOD6WHLO�FRP�WR�JHW�D�JOLPSVH�RI�KHU�OLIH��
WKRXJKWV�DQG�DVN�\RXU�RZQ�TXHVWLRQV�

AMY SHERMAN OF AMY SHERMAN, INC. & 
HOST OF GREAT AMERICAN BREW TRAIL
With a list of titles including co-host of Behind the 
0LWWHQ�ZLWK�$P\�6KHUPDQ�DQG�-RKQ�*RQ]DOH]��RZQHU�
founder of Two Chicks and an Oven, Pastry Chef at 
Osteria Rossa and chef liaison of Michigan Farmlink, 
you have an idea of the hats Amy Sherman wears.

Sherman, 43, was a chef for 20 years. She began 
working in the kitchen as a way to earn a living and 
fell in love with the surrounding creativity and the 
camaraderie. “When you’re in the kitchen, it’s like a 
IDPLO\�µ�VDLG�6KHUPDQ��´7KDW·V�VR�DSSHDOLQJ�WR�PH�µ
Sherman began home brewing in college while getting 
D�GHJUHH�LQ�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH�DQG�VRFLRORJ\��6KH�

E\�%UL�.LOUR\���SKRWRV�E\�7ZR�(DJOHV�0DUFXV

The Beer-rilliant

Angela Steil with a Life Gave Me Lessons at HopCat.
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laughed as she recalled brewing so much beer that she 
and her friends had to store it in their apartment’s nook 
ORFDWHG�DERYH�WKH�VPDOO�ODZ�RIÀFHV�

It’s hard to imagine a time when Beer City didn’t have 
craft beer available at every corner, but Sherman used 
to travel to Bell’s Brewery in Kalamazoo to experience 
0LFKLJDQ·V�FUDIW�EHHU��´,W�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�RI�WKH�EHVW�µ�VDLG�
Sherman, listing Bell’s drink menu items as Samuel 
$GDPV��$QFKRU�6WHDP�DQG�*XLQQHVV��´7KH�VSHFWDFXODU�
WKLQJ�LV�LW�KDG�EHHUV�WKDW�QRERG\�HOVH�KDG�µ

)LQG�KHU�ODWHVW�DGYHQWXUHV�DW�$P\2Q7KH7UDLO�RQ�
EORJVSRW��7ZLWWHU�DQG�)DFHERRN�

LAURA PORTER OF BLACK HERON KITCHEN 
& BAR AND MICHIGAN BEER BLOG
Raise your glass to Laura Porter, owner of the Black 
+HURQ�.LWFKHQ�	�%DU��7KH�UHVWDXUDQW�EULQJV�D�1HZ�
American menu, including homemade sausages and a 
YDULHW\�RI�SRXWLQHV��WR�*UDQG�5DSLGV�

Porter, 31, fell in love with Michigan craft beer in 
2010 when she ordered a blueberry wheat beer at the 
9LHUOLQJ�5HVWDXUDQW�LQ�0DUTXHWWH�

´6RPHWKLQJ�MXVW�FOLFNHG�µ�VDLG�3RUWHU��´,W�ZDV�DW�WKDW�
moment I had the idea to start the Michigan Beer Blog 
�ZZZ�0LFKLJDQ%HHU%ORJ�QHW��µ

Porter gained her beer knowledge through experience, 
traveling to Michigan’s famous breweries and visiting 
VRPH�RI�WKH�OHVVHU�NQRZQ�RQHV��6KH�WDVWHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�
she could, took brewery tours, sought information from 
WKH�EUHZHUV�DQG�H[SHULPHQWHG�ZLWK�KRPH�EUHZLQJ��´,�
can’t think of a better way to learn about beer than by 
DFWXDOO\�PDNLQJ�LW�\RXUVHOI�µ�VDLG�3RUWHU�

Porter appreciates that competitor brewers collaborate 
and drive sales for one another because they like to 
VHH�HDFK�RWKHU�VXFFHHG��´(YHU\�EUHZHU�,�NQRZ�LQ�WKLV�
city not only cares about the product they’re creating, 
EXW�LV�DOVR�VR�ZHOFRPLQJ�WR�DQ\ERG\�DQG�HYHU\ERG\�µ�
VDLG�3RUWHU�

7KH�%ODFN�+HURQ�.LWFKHQ�	�%DU��DW�����%ULGJH�6WUHHW��
LV�D�JUHDW�SODFH�WR�EHJLQ�\RXU�EHHU�WDVWLQJ�DGYHQWXUH��
Offering 36 taps, six of which are hard ciders, and an 
impressive Michigan spirits program, you’ll have a 
KDUG�WLPH�QHJOHFWLQJ�WKLV�*UDQG�5DSLGV�DGGLWLRQ�

Below, the three women you need to know in Grand 
Rapids’ beer scene share their input, tasting tips and 
favorite trends in an interview conducted over, of 
FRXUVH��JRRG�EUHZ��

Q & A WITH STEIL, SHERMAN AND PORTER

Grand Rapids is getting saturated with 
breweries. What do you think sets them apart from 
each other?

Steil: 4XDOLW\�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��L,I�\RX�DUHQ·W�FUHDWLQJ�
high-quality product, the customers won’t come back 
DQG�\RX�ZRQ·W�VWLFN�DURXQG�IRU�WKH�ORQJ�KDXO��,I�\RX�
aren’t educating your staff, your customer base  
JHWV�FRQIXVHG�
Sherman: 7KH�EHHU�KDV�WR�EH�JRRG��,Q�*UDQG�5DSLGV��
it’s a good thing because they challenge each other to 
EH�WKH�EHVW�WKH\�FDQ�EH�
Porter: I think that camaraderie and a sense of 
community really drives brewers to push the envelope 
DQG�SXW�RXW�WKH�EHVW�SURGXFW�SRVVLEOH�

What’s a brewery worth visiting in Michigan?

Steil: I’ve recently had my eyes on Pike 51 
�+XGVRQYLOOH��DQG�&UDQNHU·V��0W��3OHDVDQW��%LJ�5DSLGV�
DQG�*UDQG�5DSLGV���7KH\·UH�GRLQJ�JUHDW�ZRUN�WKDW·V�
ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�
Sherman:�.XKQKHQQ�%UHZLQJ�&R��LQ�:DUUHQ�QHDU�
'HWURLW��7KHUH�LV�WKLV�'U,3$��'RXEOH�5LFH�,3$���ZKLFK�
LV�QR�MRNH��7KHUH·V�VZHHWQHVV�DQG�WKHQ�LW�NLFNV�\RX�
ZLWK�WKHVH�KRSV��0\�PRXWK�LV�ZDWHULQJ�EHFDXVH�,�QHHG�
it right now
Porter:�,I�,�KDG�WR�FKRRVH��,�ZRXOG�VD\�*UHHQEXVK�

What is your personal tasting process/
technique?

Steil: Using my laptop or my red notebook to write 
down absolutely anything that I can assess about the 
beer: the look, the scent, the mouthfeel, the taste and 
WKH�DIWHUWDVWH��,·OO�GLS�RXW�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�MXVW�WR�WDNH�D�
SHUVRQDO�PRPHQW�WR�ZULWH�QRWHV��
Sherman:�/RRN��VQLII��WDVWH�
Porter: I start to evaluate my beer before it even comes 
WR�P\�OLSV��$�ORW�FDQ�EH�WROG�MXVW�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�LW��,�OLNH�
to swirl my beer a little to help pull out some of the 
DURPDV�DQG�FKHFN�KHDG�UHWHQWLRQ��2QFH�,�ÀQDOO\�WDNH�D�
sip, I make sure the beer hits my entire palate and  
WDVWH�EXGV�

How should others go about tasting beer?

Steil:�)RUJHW�DERXW�WKH�ODEHO��6LPSO\�WDVWH�DQG�GRQ·W�
VD\�\RX�OLNH�LW�EHFDXVH�\RXU�IULHQGV�GR��%H�LQ�WXQH�ZLWK�
\RXU�SDODWH�DQG�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�LV�GLIIHUHQW�
Sherman:�'RQ·W�FKXJ�DQG�NHHS�WDVWLQJ��3HRSOH�VD\�
they haven’t found a craft beer they like and I say they 
haven’t found it yet��7KH\�MXVW�KDYH�WR�NHHS�WDVWLQJ�WR�
ÀQG�LW�

What do people need to know when  
tasting beer?

Steil: A mistake people make is creating an assessment 
of beer based on something that isn’t their own 

Amy Sherman enjoying a pint of Rosalynn Bliss at Grand Rapids Brewing Co.
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RSLQLRQ��.HHS�LQ�WKH�IURQW�RI�\RXU�PLQG��´$P�,�
HQMR\LQJ�P\VHOI"µ
Sherman: Have an open mind and be ready to accept 
ZKDWHYHU�PLJKW�KDSSHQ�QH[W��<RX�FRXOG�ÀQG�RXW�\RX�
ORYH�VRPHWKLQJ�
Porter:�(YHU\ERG\·V�WDVWHV�DUH�GLIIHUHQW��,·P�D�ÀUP�
EHOLHYHU�LQ�MXVW�GULQNLQJ�ZKDWHYHU�PDNHV�\RX�KDSS\�

What should people look for in a quality beer?

Steil:�'RHV�DQ\WKLQJ�WDVWH��ORRN��RU�VPHOO�RII"�,V�LW�DV�
DGYHUWLVHG"�'R�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�EHHU�FUHDWH�D�
VWRU\OLQH�IRU�\RXU�SDODWH�WKDW�LV�SOHDVDQW"
Porter:�4XDOLW\�RI�LQJUHGLHQWV�DQG�FRQVLVWHQF\��,I�
something tastes off, don’t be afraid to say something 
DQG�VHQG�LW�EDFN��,·YH�PDGH�WKH�PLVWDNH�RI�QRW�VD\LQJ�
DQ\WKLQJ�DQG�HQGHG�XS�JHWWLQJ�YHU\�LOO��,·OO�QHYHU�PDNH�
that mistake again!

:KDW�KDSSHQV�WR�WKH�ŹYH�VHQVHV�ZKHQ� 
drinking beer?

Sherman:�<RXU�ÀYH�VHQVHV�DUH�VXSHU�EXV\�ZKHQ�WDVWLQJ�
EHHU��<RX�ORRN�DW�WKH�EHHU�ÀUVW��VPHOOLQJ�LW��VHHLQJ�LW��
<RX�EHFRPH�LQWHUHVWHG�DQG�FDQ·W�ZDLW�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�
Porter: Drinking beer should be a full sensory 
experience; the more senses involved, the more you’ll 
UHPHPEHU�WKH�H[SHULHQFH³SRVLWLYH�RU�QRW�

What makes a beer great for you?

Steil: 2QH�WKDW�LV�RI�JUHDW�TXDOLW\�DQG�ÀWV�WKH�PRRG�DQG�
PRPHQW�WKDW�,·P�LQ��
Sherman: 7KH�ÁDYRU�RI�WKH�EHHU�KDV�WR�EH�JRRG��$W�WKLV�
SRLQW�LQ�:HVW�0LFKLJDQ��ZH�KDYH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW��
%UHZ�WKH�EHVW�EHHU�\RX�FDQ�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�VXSSRUW�\RX��
Porter: A beer that is well balanced, consistent and 
VHUYHG�DW�WKH�SURSHU�WHPSHUDWXUH�

Why are glasses important for certain types  
of beer?

Steil: <RX�QHHG�WR�KDYH�JODVVZDUH�WKDW�KDV�\RX�HQMR\LQJ�
DQG�DVVHVVLQJ�\RXU�EHHU�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�SRVVLEOH��7KHUH�
are certain glasses for certain styles, but a great go-to 
is a glass that has an inward taper at the top to hold in 
WKH�DURPD��
Sherman: :H�ZDQW�WR�H[SHULHQFH�EHHU�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�
ZH�FDQ��*ODVVHV�PDNH�WKDW�KDSSHQ��3LQW�IRU�VWRXW�RU�
pale ale; snifter for high alcohol, sour or double IPA; 
3LOVQHU�IRU�ODJHUV�
Porter: Choosing the right glassware can make a huge 
difference in your drinking experience from getting 
the hop aroma right into your nose, delivering malt 
VZHHWQHVV�WR�WKH�ULJKW�VSRW�RQ�\RXU�WRQJXH��RU�MXVW�
VKRZLQJ�RII�WKH�FODULW\�DQG�UHOHDVLQJ�FDUERQDWLRQ�

What do you see on the horizon for beer?

Steil: &LJDU�DQG�EHHU�SDLULQJV��$W�OHDVW�,·P�KDYLQJ�D�
great time with it!
Sherman: 0RUH�KDUG�FLGHUV��GLVWLOOHULHV�DQG�VRXUV��
6RXUV�DUH�VXSHU�KRW�DQG�VXSHU�DZHVRPH��,I�WKHUH·V�D�
VRXU�RQ�WKH�PHQX�ZLWK�\RXU�IRRG��\RX�VKRXOG�WU\�LW�
Porter: 3HRSOH�ZDQW�WR�GULQN�VRPHWKLQJ�LQWHUHVWLQJ��
I think we’ll continue to see a lot of small batch, 
experimental stuff—a lot of spices and infusions with 
QHZ�DQG�GLIIHUHQW�ÁDYRUV�

Are there any trends you’re particularly fond of?

Steil: I’ve been waiting for the Gose style to make an 
DSSHDUDQFH�LQ�0LFKLJDQ�DQG�KHUH�WKH\�DUH��7KH\·YH�EHHQ�
SRSSLQJ�XS�DURXQG�WRZQ�DQG�,·YH�EHHQ�RK�VR�KDSS\�
Sherman: ,3$�DQG�SDOH�DOH��7KH\·UH�DOZD\V�DYDLODEOH�
Porter: I’m a fan of lower alcohol or session beers so I 
FDQ�WDVWH�D�IHZ�GLIIHUHQW�EHHUV�DQG�VWLOO�GULQN�UHVSRQVLEO\�

+RZ�DERXW�D�GULQN�WR�WHVW�\RXU�QHZ�EHHU�NQRZOHGJH"�
Head to a local brewery or pick up that six-pack 
you’ve been curious about and raise a pint, mug, 
SLOVQHU�RU�VQLIWHU�WR�0LFKLJDQ�&UDIW�%HHU�0RQWK�

&KHHUV�UHVSRQVLEO\��*UDQG�5DSLGV�

Bri Kilroy is a Grand Valley and 
AmeriCorps alumni who learned to 
type through vigorous Mavis Beacon 
trainings. She also passes as an artist, 
illustrator and author of this bio.

Laura Porter having a Grand Trunk Bohemian Pilsner at Black Heron Kitchen & Bar

(question continued from page 51)
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